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Former CIA official tells
of ‘unjust’ practices

By ROBIN JENKINS' ' o
-Special to the Tribune : :

A former CIA official Monday‘ nighi in La Cros$e~
accused that agency of “not doing its job in terms of pro-
tecting our national security interest — in fact, it’s lying to
us a lot. R R T

“It’s doing things ‘the American ‘people would not ap-.

. prove of if they knew the truth, and it's getting us in big .

trouble.” . . - ;
John Stockwell talked to about.250 students and faculty
members at the University of Wisconsin-l,a Crosse. A for-
mer case officer for the CIA and formér National Security
- Council adviser during the Ford administration, Stockwell
is an outspoken critic of the CIA and of American foreign

pohcy. v Co Tt .
In his own words, Stockwell claims to-have *‘the dubious
distinction of being the highest-ranking CIA case officer to
go public and say ‘the emperor has no clothes.” ” N
He has written a best-selling book on the subject of CIA -
activities; titled “'In Search of Enemies,” and has appeared
on several television programs. Stockwell's appearance
here was part of UW-L's Lectures and Concerts series. ¢
.. Stockwell admits that his decision to work for the CIA
came from a.number of influences, one being his own .

youthful naivete, which was in turn-influenced by World

‘War 11, U.S. propaganda movies and the desire to “do the -

D)

“t was before Vietnam and before Watergate,” explains -

Stockwell: “‘The media was pot doing the job it is today on -

discussing what the government is up to. I didn’t know the
truth about my government and about what it was capable
of doing.” S
“The invitation to join.the CIA came to Stockwell in 1964,
two years after he completed active duty with the Marine
Corps’ 2nd Force Reconnaissanice Co.” A letter came in",
-.the mail one day to my home,” recalls Stockwell, “‘asking .
“for my permisson — my concurrence in their doing a back-
ground check. with the objective of offering more employ-
ment. The thought did not occur to me then that the CIA
‘does all kind of checking on .all kinds of people without
, asking their permission.” ] )

According to Stockwell, the purpose in sending the letter
was that the CIA believed a Marine captain such as himself
would probably be receptive to the idea. . .

“] thought ‘it was a wonderful thing. This was 1964:
President Kennedy bad just been shot. We were at the
height of the Cold War, when the domino theory was prev-
alent. Nations were falling in Asia, in the Caribbean and in
Africa, and it was soon going to roll right up through Cen-
tral- America until California and Colorado went commu-
nist. And we pretty well beliéved this — at least, I did.”

" After training, Stockwell was assigned to six years in
West Africa — a region he had grown up in as a child.‘
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There, he. eventually became a chief-of-station operator.

Stockwell claims he was involved in little heinous CIA ac-,

tivity during this time. He admits, however, having recruit-
ed 2 young national citizen to serve as his ‘‘eyes and ears.”

. "Stockwell sent the young man to visit a cousin who was be-.
;- ;Tieved'to:be a revolutionary. When a plot was hatched,
. both-cousins were arrested and put to death. ‘

B

. . *Tthought about that adot,” comments Stockwell. ““This
“was @ beautiful young man. There had been no plotting in
- the country before he started seeing his cousin. This was a
. pro-Western country — one that was strong and friendly to
3:2 U';S There was. no ‘justification for the CIA’ being
Reflecting on his six-year tour in Africa; Stockwelll con-
cludes that he. had not seen the CIA “doing anything (in
West Africa) that in any way advanced, or protected or de-
fended the United States:national security intéTest.”
After spending time in a number of positions in West
Africa, in Washington, where.he recruited *‘special access

agents” and in Vietnam, where he worked with the CIA’s °

“invisible. government,” Stockwell was appointed chief of

the Angola Task Force — an advisory group in the Ford

‘administration. -~ -~ . . .
The position involved the organization of a secret war to

* displace the national government in Angola. Stockwell

clains to have been amazed at what he termed the igno-
rance of many advisers on the subject of Africa. It was his

.observation that even the highest-ranking officials, such as

Henry Kissinger, had only a layman’s understanding of the
situation in Angola,.and in Africa as a whole. .
In"1977, Stockwell resigned from the CIA, leaving his
position as a National Security advisersand began working
on “In Search of Enemies.” ' C
. One of the immediate problems that confronts Stockwell
.is the amount of freedom he is allowed in discussing and
. teporting his participation .in CIA activities. Since many
“«documents -concerning CIA operations are still classified,
Stockwell is restricted from an in-depth treatment of his
activities, whether in speech or in print.
He is under a Supreme Court injunction, which requires
CIA approval of any books or articles written on -covert

'CIA activities. If Stockwell fails to comply with this restric-

 tion, he could go directly to jail without trial. ‘This restric-
tion is somewhat less confining for lectures, since it is dif-
ficult for the court to control spontaneous comments.

As a result, Stockwell has taken to the lecture circuit to
“inform the American public of the CIA's unjust policies
and procedures.” N ) :
,Ina final, jocular remark, Stockwell muses that ‘‘as long
as ] remain a public figure and continue to speak out a lot,
I'm safe.” : - .

-
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